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of some of its members, particularly of Thomas Earl of Nottingham and William
Earl of Salisbury, aroused the enmity of men like Richard Earl of Arundel,
Thomas Earl of Warwick, and Thomas of Woodstock. For long enough John
of Gaunt stood between these two parties in order to prevent an armed clash;
and although he served his country well by doing so he also earned the dislike
of both parties. Oxford and his friends were the first to plot for his overthrow ;
but John of Gaunt was too many for them, and he had little difficulty in clearing
himself on the charges brought against him (1384). Richard was nevertheless
convinced that his uncle was not his friend, and he welcomed the opportunity
of getting him out of the kingdom when in 1386 he set out with his duchess
to make good her claim to the throne of Castile.

Once John of Gaunt was safely out of the way the two parties were quickly

at each other's throats.   In October 1386 the baronial opposition secured the

dismissal in parliament of the royal ministers ;  but Richard, acting under the

influence of Oxford and his friends and on the opinion of a sycophantic bench

of judges, asserted his authority ; and the dismissed ministers were restored to

favour.  By the autumn of 1387 a clash between the king's friends and the baronial

party was inevitable.   In November the latter stood under arms at Waltham

and informed the king that they were resolved to " appeal " as traitors, Oxford,

the chancellor Suffolk, Archbishop Nevil of York, and Lord Chief Justice Robert

Tresilian.   Richard would have met force with force, but the cooler heads in his

party urged him to treat with the opposition ; and on 17th November he met

them at Gloucester and promised to accept their demand for a parliamentary

impeachment of his friends.   Richard never for a moment meant to keep that

promise: he yielded to gain time; and when the parliament assembled, nearly

all his friends had made their escape from London.   Oxford went straight to

Cheshire, a county peculiarly attached to the king; raised an army there; and

marched to meet his enemies.   But he was overthrown at Radcot Bridge, and

only with the greatest difficulty managed to get out of the country (December).

Richard was beaten to his knees:   there was no alternative for him but to

surrender to the baronial demands.

Thomas of Woodstock was the leader of this baronial opposition: his chief
supporters wereDerby, Warwick, Arundel,and Nottingham, who hadsoon deserted
from the ranks of the court party; and the five of them have passed into history
as the Lords Appellants. " The parlement that wrought wonders " or " Merciless
Parliament " of 1388 endorsed their victory: Richard's friends were savagely
punished, and the control of the government was vested in a council dominated
by the Lords Appellants. The country soon took accurate measure of these
men who boasted that they were the champions of the cause of good govern-
ment, and disgusted at the way in which they used their power to enrich
themselves and their friends the bulk of the people rallied to Richard's side.